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Program for Latin America -
TO THE IEDITOR:

- On March 19 you carried an alarm-
ing story from Washington to the
.effeet that Thomas C. Mann, Assist-
.ant Sceretary of State for Latin-!
P American Affairs, had told s St m.{
:Department conference thal ihe Ac-!
{ministration would naot worcy about !
‘dictalors so long as they were nn,'
cour eide; that is, non-Communis:.'

1

‘| This would be a reveraal of Prosi-|

1dent Kennedy's announced olicy.  #
| Since our opposition to Com‘mu-%
Inism is chiefly to its denia] o Zlemog-¥
lwcy and individual right, we woulc
ccut the ground from unde: «ur own
{fcct by this acccptancc of uxctmtor~

jqahip 50 long ag it mlght bo non-\
i Cosumunist. Aad wo should 1nv1ter
1ult1ma.tc and disastrous - defeat im
zLatm America. '

4

¢ On March 20 you pub'hshed a
i_wcascl-wordcd‘ attempt by the State
Department to disclaim or modify
1this new policy. Bui your corre-1
; spondent, Tad Szule, concludes “that;
¥Mr. Mann had started a gradualr
‘\,ha.nge of . cmphams leading to a
ibhasic modification of the entire
.Unitcd States pailosophy of dicta-
i torships.”

It is hard fo believe that that is
1ihe intention of a President s0 honor- |
ably firm on civil rights at home as’
Mpr, Johnson. But the report remindcd!
me uncomfortably .of the insistencef
of some of my~Rominizan friendsi
j that, although our Ambassador was|
lall right, some of our military and;
1 GJ. A had encouraged the coup which!
overthrew the democraticaily ¢elected; -
Govornment of Juan Bosch,
. In any event, not only the State|
Department but the President should |
| hear strong protests against tha pro- |
{gram attributed to. his cuisf agent
iin Latin-American affalvs, Thomas
]G Mann, . . NORMAN THOMAS,
New York, March 23, 1964, )
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